
Course: 5th Grade Social Studies  
Instructor: Chelsea Duckett  

Instructional Plan 
Course Content Description Template  
Provide a brief overview of the course content, including key topics and 

themes covered throughout the course. 



Thiscourse willfollow TexasEssential Knowledge and Skills(TEKS)standards.Thiscourseis designed to 

helpstudents developcriticalthinkingskills, understand cause-and-effect relationships in history, and 

recognize the significance of citizenship and civic responsibility.  

KeyTopics and Themes:  

1. Early American History:  
○ Indigenouspeoples of North America beforeEuropean contact  

○ Exploration and colonization byEuropeans  

○ Lifein the 13 colonies and colonialeconomies  

2. American Revolution:  
○ Causes of the revolution (e.g.,taxation, representation)  

○ Keyevents and figures(e.g., Boston Tea Party,George Washington)  

○ Outcomes and thefounding of the United States  

3. Formation of the U.S.Government:  
○ TheConstitution and Bill of Rights  

○ Three branches of government and checks and balances  

○ Rights and responsibilities of citizens  

4. Westward Expansion:  
○ Louisiana Purchase and Lewis and Clark expedition  

○ Impact on Native American tribes  

○ Manifest Destiny and settlement  

5. Civil War and Reconstruction:  
○ Causes and consequences oftheCivil War  

○ Abraham Lincoln and keyevents 

 
 



○ Reconstruction and itseffects on the nation  

6. GeographySkills:  
○ Reading maps and globes  

○ Understanding U.S. regions,states, and capitals  

○ Physical and politicalgeography of North America  

7. BasicEconomics and Civics:  
○ Supply and demand  

○ Trade and resources  

○ Role oF government and civicengagement  

Themes Across Units:  

● Cause and effect in historical events  

● Diversity and cultural contributions  

● Citizenship and democratic values  

● Change over time and how it shapes society  

This course Lays a foundation for deeper historical and civic understanding in middle and high school. 

Major Assignments and Projects Template  
List the major assignments and projects for the course, including their purpose 

and any relevant deadlines or evaluation criteria. 

Students will complete formal assessments along the way to show understanding and allow for reflection 
this semester. 

Required Textbooks and Instructional Materials Template  
List the textbooks and other instructional materials required for the course, 

including authors, publication dates, and any additional resources needed for 
successful completion. 

 
 



STudents will be usingSCholastic’sTexasSTudies Weekly and ShellEducation 180 days of Social Studies for 
fifth grade. 

 
 


